
Science of Curiosity 

Murder in Miniature Teacher Guide 
 

This is my absolute favorite project! I use it as a Final Project in my High School Forensics class. The 
idea is that students use all the information they have learned all year to create and process their own 
murder scene. Topics include Crime Scene processing, Evidence Collecting and Evidence Analysis! 

I always introduce the project by showing students a sample of  the work done by Francis Glessner 
Lee -  “Death in Diorama” goo.gl/dd2oNd 

I then show them some examples of Do’s and Don’ts, which you can find on this GoogleSlide 
goo.gl/W49wKB (feel free to make a copy and make it your own!) Included on the google slide are 
pictures of sample dioramas so students can have some clear examples and inspiration. 

I recommend letting students get a good start on their dioramas (maybe two days) before giving more 
explanation about the Written and Presentation portion of the project. Too much at once overwhelms 
and then they do not remember any of it! 

The final slides of the Guidelines GoogleSlide explain the written portion of the project (a description of 
the crime scene as it would appear to the CSI when he/she arrives, a crime scene sketch, and an 
Autopsy Report).  

There is also a link to a sample presentation! And here is a link to a digital copy of this document. 
Open it and make a copy to your own Google Drive in order to edit it. 

This project takes a while to complete! I give students a full 6 days on block schedule (total 18 hours) 
and then at least one extra buffer day before it is due, in case they have some last minute things to 
finish up at home (not in class). 

 
Please feel free to email me any time if I can 
help in any way! 
ScienceOfCuriosity@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purchase includes a link to a GoogleSlide to show your
students - instructions and examples!

Link to fully editable copy of the rubric and instructions!
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Murder In Miniature Project :The project is due __________________ 
 

For this final project, you will design and create a diorama of a crime scene (murder). You will then give a 
presentation linking all of the evidence to a particular suspect. Do not use sexually explicit diagrams or pictures 
in this project. Do not make the scene excessively morbid (e.g. chopped off heads, disembowelment, torture, 
etc.). This project will be your ‘final exam’ grade in this class, therefore it will account for 25% of your final letter 
grade. 

Written Portion Rubric 

❏ TITLE:  Provide a simple title for your death scene. For example: “Road Kill.” 

 

❏ DESCRIPTION: Provide a brief description of the death scene as it would appear to an investigator who 
just arrived on the scene. Can include details from witnesses. Put the title of your scene at the top of the 
description. This must be neatly typed, printed, and attached to the top or side of the diorama.  

 

❏ SKETCH THE SCENE: You will make a neat, detailed sketch of the scene with measurements on clean 
white paper or graph paper..  Measure each piece of evidence and the body at right angles to two 
nearest walls of your scene using centimeters. Label each piece of evidence on the sketch with a letter. 
Include a key of all physical evidence presented in the diorama.  

 

❏ EVIDENCE COLLECTION: On the back of the sketch, list each piece of evidence and how the evidence 
would be collected. Include what kind of container the evidence should be placed in for transport and 
storage in the Crime Lab. Include if the evidence is Class or Individual 

 

❏ AUTOPSY REPORT: complete an autopsy report (will be provided). The body in your scene should 
reflect the information in the report! 

 
 

Evidence: Choose at least four pieces of evidence, two from 
each column. Evidence must be displayed in your 
diorama 

 
Check off the evidence you are using! 

 

Fingerprints and DNA may be used in 

your prosecution presentation. If used, 

their location must be noted in the Crime 

Scene Sketch, and a picture of their 

location shown in the presentation. 

These would be in addition to the 

four required pieces of evidence! 

❏ Hair 

❏ Fiber 

❏ Soil 

❏ Paint 

 

 

❏ Blood Splatter 

❏ Tire Tracks 

❏ Footprints 

❏ Ballistics 

❏ GSR 

 
 

Comprehensive and detailed rubric - students will know
exactly what they need to do.

Includes all types of evidence! Edit as needed to add or
remove topics you taught!
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Diorama Rubric: Create a diorama, like the ones created by Francis Glessner Lee of your death scene 
using miniature furniture, people, accessories, etc. in a cardboard box. goo.gl/dd2oNd 

3D space is 
used well for 
evidence and 
materials: 
Space is full, 
colorful 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scene is 
constructed 
with a variety 
of props and 
materials- 
creative 

Scale is 
consistent, 
nothing too 
big or too 
small 
compared to 
the body 

Scene displays the four 
chosen pieces of 
evidence clearly and 
consistently to 
presentation description 
- includes two pieces of 
evidence from both 
columns 
 
 
 

Body clearly 
displays Autopsy 
(cause of death)  
 
 
and Entomology 
(PMI)  

Suspect is 
not part of 
the scene 

 

Presentation Rubric  Give a presentation of your diorama  

On Exam day you will provide a 5 minute GoogleSlide presentation describing your scene. The presentation 
should be from the perspective of the investigator/prosecutor (you!) convincing a jury of the guilt of a suspect 
based on the evidence found at the scene. Presentation must include all of the following but in whatever order 
you think is best to convince the ‘jury’ 

 
❏ On the first slide: name of your death scenario.  

❏ 2nd slide: an overall picture of the scene  

Body: Description and 
picture of body, how it 
was found 

Detailed description of how body itself gives clues about 
PMI (entomology evidence) 
 
 
and cause of death (autopsy evidence) 
 
 
 
 

Motive given for why 
person killed the 
victim (can be 
random) 

Evidence: Description 
and picture of each piece 
of evidence in the scene 

Storyline of the crime, including description of how each 
piece of evidence came to be at  the scene  
 
 
 
and how each piece links to the suspect 
 
 
 

Include a picture of 
the suspect(s) (not 
part of your scene!) 

General Presentation: 
No blocks of text, mostly pictures. Storyline of the crime makes sense. 

Detailed rubric for each part of the project!
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Example of Crime Scene Description: 
Road Kill: A local farmer found a young man in high school track uniform in a face-down position on a back 
road. 30 minutes before he found the body, the farmer said he heard what sounded like sporadic gunfire in the 
general direction of the body’s location (northwest). He also heard a lot of shouting and hollering from the same 
direction, but couldn’t make out what was being said. Police also interviewed people attending a high school 
track meet just southeast of the death scene. No one at the event said that they had traveled that back road 
recently. Near the body was found a single shell casing, footprints, and tire tracks.  

 
Diorama Tips 
Step One: Decide on a scale. This is important because a diorama becomes believable 
to the extent that it looks "real." If you've got a focus (a Barbie doll, a particular plastic 
animal), use that scale. If not, try 1 foot to 1 inch -- that's standard for classic miniatures 
and dollhouses. 

 
Step Two: Collect and/or make your materials - human and/or animal figures, mini 
trees or sugar cubes to build an igloo, small stones, branches etc for outside scene, 
dollhouse furniture and miniature foods for an interior scene (bring or make). Pictures 
for the walls can be drawn or cut from a magazine, etc.  

 
Step Three: Decide on a background - you can draw your own background or use 
wallpaper or wrapping paper or anything else you can find. Remember, though, that the 
background images should be consistent with the scale you've chosen. 

 
Step Four: Build your diorama working from the back to the front. Start with the 
background by creating a horizon and sky/ceiling and ground/floor. Then place large 
objects such as trees. The smallest objects should be placed the closest to the front. 
Use glue or putty to secure all objects in place. If cutouts are too thin to stand by 
themselves, back them with cardboard or cardstock paper (index cards work well). 

 
 
 

 

Detailed instructions and examples included to
help your students create their own miniature
crime scene!
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Autopsy Report 
ME performing autopsy: Identify of body 

Location found: Time found: 

Position of body when found: 
 

Height 
 

Weight Gender Race Age Hair color 

Temp at time 
the body was 
found 
 
 

State of eyes Blood type Contents in 
blood 

State of rigor 
mortis 

State of livor 
mortis 

External Examination 

Description of wounds on body, including broken 
bones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Description of Entomological evidence found on body 
 
 
 
 

Mark the location of wounds, note type of wound, and postmortem or antemortem 
 
  

Project includes an 'autopsy' of the murder victim, PMI
determination and Entomological evidence! Edit as
needed for time restraints or depending on what
students have learned in class.



Includes GoogleSlide presentation to show students with 19 slides - full instructions for the project and examples of what to do, and what not to do!


